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A BRAKE IN

 THE AUCTION
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"* Palm Beach County Judge Edward Garrison complams paperwork is missing at a foreclosure hearing
Tuesday. Judges approved cancellations of half of the day’s 150 scheduled foreclosure auctions.

With foreclosure doubts swirling, owners win
late repr_z'eues as attomeys stop dozens of sales.

‘I'd llke
to go on
my terms’
Regina Ross
was near
tears when
the auction
of her
suburban
Lake Worth
home was
called off.

By KIMBERLY MILLER

Palm Beack Post Staff Writer
WEST PALM BEACH — The

lawyer for the bank foreclosing

on her home leaned in to Re-

- gina Ross on Tuesday morning to

whisper an un: message.
Represen

ting JPMorgan
Chase, the Florida Default Law

Group attorney had just canceled

27 foreclosure sales in less than
15 minutes in front of Palm Beach
County Judge Meenu Sasser.

He told Ross he also would call
off the sale in Bank of America’s
3-year-old case agamst her.

By the end of the mornings

hearings, 50 percent of the days
foreclosure auctions were aborted,
canceled in many cases only an

hour before they were to go to sale.
The typical rate for cancella-
tions is about 30 percent.
Lawyers scrambled to pull
foreclosed properties from auc-
tion after the recent admissions
from three major lenders that
flawed foreclosure affidavits may
have been filed with the court.
That means homeowners on
the brink of losing their prop-
erties are getting lastminute
reprieves, regardless of whether
the reason for the pardon is clear
to them or whether they're even
aware of the status of their cases.
Sasser said shes had to ex-
plain to a few homeowners why

See HOMES, 5A»




Unsure of fallout, clerk of court watching process

." HOM ESfrom IA

the sales were .canceled.
If its & JPMorgan Chase,
Ally Financial dr Bank of
America casc, it could be
becmse  allidavits were
signed by bank employees
wha falsely swore they had
verified documents show

ing the foreclosure was wo

warranted, All three banlis
have suspeiided portions

"of their Ioreclosurc pro-
cecdings to review. and

correct dovmnenls.

9 always Luke litue w
explain whats happening,”
said Sasser; who estimat-
ed she appmver] 10 sale
cancellations Tuesday. .

Patim  Beach County
Judge Edward Garrison
ed on similar foreclo-
sitre hearings.

It total, 150 properties

WO sc.hL_-.duled for -

lion Tuesday, Seventy-five

were canceled, with 33 he-
ing pulled Tuesday before
the 10 a.m. start time of
the online auction.

Ross asked for the Nov
1 sale of her. suburban

Lake Worth home to be.

canceled hecause she said
she has someonc whe will
huy it as a short sale. The
home was purchased for

$399,500 it 2005, but the
Palm. Beach County Prog- |
erly Appraisers Office
now lists its total market
value at $183,309,

Wriile the bank has
uot approved the short

sale and 10 morlgage has |

been paid on the home in

two years, The lureclusing |

attorincy agreed within.

wgument 10 caoncel the

sale,

Attorney John Carter,
who is not representing
Ross but observed the
hearing, said the bank was
probably going to request
the cancellation anyway
hecause of the affidavil
izsues.

1 reslly don’l wani to
lesve: (be housc yel and
I do'l want il (o gu into
foreclosure” said  Ross,
who was fear fears as che

stood in front of Sasser, “Td
like to go on my ferms.”

" Palm Beach County
Clevk - of Court Sharon
Back said  sheks ' moni-
toring  the  [ureclosire
proceedings fo see what

_effects the new revelations

may have on heroffice. -
She said she has re-.
ceived no  information
fram the banks on how
they will proceed, :
“This is going fo be a
moving target,” Bock said.
Foi- the most part,
homeowners whose salds |
were  canceled  Twesday
were nol present [or (he

- hearing.

Alvaro Arosemena’s sub-
urhan Boca Raton home,
which has a Chase lpan,
was spared from Tuesday’s
auction. He could not he
reached for comment and
it's unknown whether hes
walked away from ~the
home, which went inlo
foreclosure in 2007,

The house, in ihe

Thoruhili Glen cammu- -

nity. is not homesteaded

- ar listed as Arosemena’s
- maiting address in prop-

erty appraiser records,

. typically indicating it 13 a’

. second home,

-Attorncys  from thc
Kaye & Bendut law [irm,
which 18 representing
Thornhill Glen's . home-
owners assaciation, said’
they were | erl_rated by
the canceled gale he-
cause once the lender
takes over the home, it

. is responsible for paying

i,

a portion of delinguent
association fees.

CI'hig Ivaves. Lhe: bowe-
OWners  ussuciulion i
saitl Robert Kaye
of the Pomipano Beach-
Based firm. “With peopte
watching more carefully
what the lenders are do-
ing, there will be more
cancellations.”
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