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Free monthly series offers condo solutions

FALLAN PATTERSON

FMPATTERSON@TRIBUNE.

Questions about delin- .
quencies and foreclosures
in community associations
dominated the first semi-
narin afree monthly se-
ries offered by Fort Lau-
derdale law firm Kaye &
Bender. :

Unit owner Natalie Ad-
ams came tothe seminar
looking for advice about
her Fort Lauderdale condo
community’s 75 percent
foreclosurerate. Gasps
arose fromthe crowd of
more than 60 people at the
ArtServe meeting room as
Adams spoke about her

CcOoM

community’s financial

woes.

Adams, who purchased
aunitin 2004 at the height-
of the real estate market,
said she has felt the finan-
cial pressure on many
fronts. She hasused her
ownmoney to help pay
down thousands in com-
munity debts, including
$800 for trash pickup.

“Our [association’s]
bank accountisalways
negative,” said Adams, the
board’s treasurer. “All we
have left is the electricity
and water.”

Adams and like-minded
unit owners are embrac-
ing open forums like this,
with condo foreclosures
continuing to rise even as
the nation begins to pull it-
selfoutofrecession.
Speakers and analysts at
the seminar offered sev-

eral scenarios for commu-
nity associations with sim-

ilar problems. Associa-
tionsthat allow renters
can adopt what is known
as an “authorization docu-
ment to collect rent.” The
document — signed by the
unit owner, tenant, and the
board —allows rent to be
paid directly to the associ-
ation should the owner be-

come delinquent in main-
tenance dues.

“It becomes part of the
originallease approval
packageorrenewal [ap-
proval] if the board did not
have it previously,” said
Robert Kaye,alawyer
with Kaye & Bender.

Associations can also
place alien on a property
once an owner becomes

-delinquent — 30 days past

due for condos and 45
days past due for home-
owners associations.
Anothercondolaw
seminar is scheduled for
Nov. 10, and there will be

‘additional seminars in De-

cember and January.



