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fl’Ofﬂ 1 Not hav-
i inganac-
tion plan in place follow-
ing a storm, Berger said,
~ could resultin hasty deci-
sions. Condo officials
could end up signing con-
tracts without first having
an attorney look over the
‘documents, or could pay
too much for services.

Condo advocacy group
releases storm guide

SEAN D'OLIVEiRA SDOLIVEIRA@TRIBUNE.COM

With hurricane season
set to officially begin June
1, the Community Advo-
cacy Network has released
its annual “Community As-
sociation Hurricane
Guide” for residents and
city and county officials.

“Our guide is really de-
signed to show how the
[condo] board should op-
erate,” said Donna Berger,
executive director of the
Community Advocacy Net-
work, a condo advocacy
group for common-interest
ownership communities.

“There's a whole differ-
ent set of concerns for as-
sociations before and after

a hurricane.”

Hurricane preparation
is different for condo asso-
ciations than for owners of
single-family homes be-
cause of regulations set
forthin state statutes.
Whilethe state hasn’t
tweaked any emergency
powers for the current sea-
son, Berger said it’s impor-
tant for condo boards to se-
cure the property and com-
munity.

“If you start early, you
canfocusonwhatyou
need to do to help keep ev-
eryone calm,” she said.
“The No. 1 mistake is not
preparing.”

Inside the hurricane
guide, residents will find
instructions and tips for
contracts and preparing
the property, communica-
tion guidelines, recom-
mendations on emergency
powers the board canim-
plement and information
onlong-termrecovery
plans.

Berger also said itis im-
portant to know which
residents need special ac-
commodations, to havea
listof documents and
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- “The condos that pre-
pare do the best,” she said.
Attorney Michael Bend-
er of the Pompano Beach
law firm Kaye & Bender,
which represents more
than 700 condo associa-
tions, said videotaping the
property before a storm
can be an essential step in

storm recovery. He also

said condo boards and
residents need to know all

the evacuation routes and
have a chain of command
involving the board of di-
rectors so everyone knows

‘exactly whattodo aftera

hurricane.
“Theimportance of

preparation cannotbe

overstated,” Bender said.
While the past few hur-

_ricane seasons have been

quieterin South Florida
thanthe 2005 season,

when a record 156 storms
became hurricanes ac-
cording to the National
Climatic Data Center, offi-
cials are still warning resi-
dents to prepare for the
worst,

“People getting a little
complacent is always dan-
gerous,” Berger said,

Hurricane forecasters
at Colorado State Univer-
sity are predicting the 2010

season will produce 15
named storms, eight hurri-
canes and four major hur-
ricanes. An average sea-
son has only 10 named
storms, six hurricanes and
three major hurricanes.
‘Along with protecting
their homes, Berger said,
residents who are pre-
pared also get the satisfac-
tion of knowing they’ve
done everything they can

to ensure the association
will recover after a storm.
“In 2005, the [residents]
that were prepared recov-
ered more quickly,” she
said. “And you're calmer
whenyou know you're
prepared.
Togetacopyofthe
#2010 Commuinity Associ-
ation Hurricane Guide,”
visit www.canfl.com or call
954-315-0372.
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